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SPORTS NEWS

(Preeti Pawar opens up on setting tone

for India’s seven-gold boxing triumph
in Commonwealth Games

India’s boxing contingent won seven gold medals and
three silver medals at the Commonwealth Games 2026.
Preeti Pawar, who was the first Indian boxer to step into
the ring on the final day, secured the women’s 54kg gold
medal and set the tone for what turned out to be a his-
toric night for the contingent. The Indian boxer defeated
Canada’s Scarlett Delgado by unanimous decision to hand
India their first boxing gold of the Games. Pawar’s victo-
ry proved to be the perfect start as the rest of the Indian
contingent carried the momentum forward. Reflecting on
her role as the opening boxer, Pawar said her focus was on
ensuring India began the finals on a positive note and also
added that she didn’t feel any pressure as such despite the
first one going out. “I didn’t have the pressure of the first
bout, but yes, I was determined to give the team a good
start and to give my best,” Preeti answered India TV’s que-
ry during a media interaction.

Zaheer Khan, former India pacer,
joins LPL’s Jaffna franchise as
Co-owner

a A - 1 ey - ¥ .
ormer India cricketer Zaheer Khan has joined the Lan-
ka Premier League’s Jaffna franchise as the co-own-

er. The Jaffna franchise has been acquired by a Stock-
holm-based international sports ownership group, Anchor
Sports AB. Zaheer, the 2011 World Cup winner with India,

is co-owner of the group. A report in Cricbuzz confirmed

Sai Sudharsan to miss first Test against Sri Lanka?
Report hints another setback for India

India have been deal-
ing with multiple inju-

ry concerns as they gear
up to face Sri Lanka in
a two-match Test series
from August 15 onwards.
The Shubman Gill-led
side will be missing out
on their talisman Jasprit
Bumrah, who has been
ruled out of the series
due to a knee injury he
picked up during the En-
gland ODIs last month.
Moreover, India will also
be without Washington
Sundar for at least the
first Test as he suffered
a hamstring injury in the
England series. Harshit
Rana, Nitish Kumar
Reddy and Akash Deep
are also on the mend
from their respective in-

juries. Meanwhile, India

can now be without their
No.3  Sai
who has been recuperat-

Sudharsan,

ing from a toe injury he
picked up during India
A’s tour of Sri Lanka ear-
lier. Sudharsan has been
named in India’s squad
for the Test series against
Sri Lanka, but his partic-
ipation is already sub-
ject to fitness clearance
from the BCCI Centre
of Excellence due to the
injury. As per the latest
report in news agency
PTI,
miss out on the first Test

Sudharsan might

in the two-match series
against Sri Lanka. Sud-
harsan is currently at the
BCCI CoE and did not
travel with the Indian
team on Tuesday, August
4. He is recovering from

his issue at the CoE and
the BCCI is in no mood
to rush him into action,
especially after seeing
Harshit
”Sudharsan is training at

Rana’s case.
the Centre of Excellence
(COE) and has been bat-
ting in the nets for more
than an hour while re-
covering from a toe inju-
ry. A final decision on his
availability to play will
be made only after his
condition is monitored
over the next three to
four days,” a source told
news agency PTL It is
important to ensure that
he is completely fit be-
fore returning to interna-
tional cricket. We do not
want a situation like the
one with Harshit Rana,
who suffered another in-

jury soon after returning
to top-level cricket,” it
added. The report fur-
ther stated that the team
expects Sudharsan to
join the team ahead of
the second Test of the
series, which will begin
on August 23 in Colom-
bo. India’s injury list
continues to grow ahead
of the upcoming Test
series against Sri Lanka,
posing a significant chal-
lenge for the team man-
agement as they prepare
for the opening match on
August 15. With several
key players already un-
available, another injury
concern has emerged, as
young batter Sai Sud-
harsan is now doubtful
for the first Test due to a
toe injury.

Star batter missing as Team India
reaches Sri Lanka for Test series

The Shubman Gill-led Indian team on Tuesday landed
in Sri Lanka ahead of a crucial two-match Test series,
beginning August 15. Sri Lanka Cricket shared pictures
of the Indian side reaching the island nation for the se-
ries, which is very crucial for both sides in the context of
the World Test Championship final. However, one crucial
member missing from the team that reached the island
nation was reportedly Sai Sudharsan. As per a report in
Sportsar, Sudharsan did not travel with the Indian team on
August 4 as he is rehabilitating from his injury at the BCCI
CoE in Bengaluru. Sudharsan suffered a toe injury during
the Vijay Hazare Trophy and is rehabilitating at the BCCI
CoE in Bengaluru and was not on the flight that reached
the island nation. He was named in India’s squad for the
two-match series subject to fitness clearance as India hope
he recovers in time for the series. India will be playing two
crucial Tests from August 15-19 (Galle) and from August
23 to 27 (Colombo). Ahead of the series, the Shubman
Gill-led side will also be playing in a three-day warm-up
match against a Sri Lanka XI team at the Nondescripts
Cricket Club Ground in Colombo, starting from August 7.
The warm-up fixture was initially scheduled to span four
days, but was reduced to three, with SLC confirming the
same through a social media post. “Team India will play
a 3-day warm-up game instead of the originally scheduled
four-day fixture,” SLC said in a social media post on Au-
gust 2. Ahead of the assignment, the Men in Blue have hit
the Sri Lankan shores. In the pictures shared by the SLC,
Gill is seen leading his troops with bags in their hands and
smiles flowing all across. Meanwhile, India are in a pre-
carious position in the WTC 2025-27 points table.

the development, adding that the acquisition has been re-

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

branded as ‘Anchor Jaffna Kings’, as the franchise enters a
new ownership era. The Anchor Sports AB group has been
owned by Nagendra Siddoutam along with Zaheer. Speak-

ing on the development, Zaheer was ‘thrilled’ to have been
named the co-owner of the Jaffna franchise. “I’ve always
admired the calibre, innovation and variety of bowling tal-
ent that comes out of Sri Lanka — it’s a country I’ve visit-
ed, competed in, and hold very fond memories of. To now
be part of Sri Lankan cricket as an owner is something
I’'m genuinely thrilled about, and I can’t wait to get start-
ed with the Jaffna Anchors,” Zaheer said in a statement.
Meanwhile, the Chairman and CEO of the Innovative Pro-
duction Group, Anil Mohan, welcomed the Zaheer Khan
co-owned group to the LPL fray.

Chamari Athapaththu reaches career-best
rankings, surpasses Shafali Verma after
Sri Lanka’s win over Pakistan

ri Lanka captain Chamari Athapaththu achieved her ca-
S reer-best spot in the ICC women’s T20I rankings for bat-
ters after helping her team beat Pakistan in the three-match
T20I series on Tuesday, August 4. Athapaththu scored 39 off
22 balls and 40 off 15 deliveries in the first two T20Is to seal
the series against the Women in Green. She made 34 from 33
deliveries in the third and final T201 of the series, which Paki-
stan won in a consolation victory in Dambulla. Her exploits in
the series saw the 36-year-old achieve her career-best place in
the ICC T20I batters’ rankings, jumping a place to sixth. Her
performances in the series saw Athapaththu move from sev-
enth place to the sixth spot in the standings. She moved past
India’s Shafali Verma and now has a rating of 729 and sits
behind India vice-captain Smriti Mandhana, who has a rating
of 746. Australia star wicketkeeper batter Beth Mooney leads
the rankings with a 785 rating, followed by her compatriot
Georgia Voll in second, Laura Wolvaardt in third and Hay-
ley Matthews in fourth. Meanwhile, centurion from the first
T20I, Imesha Dulani, made huge jumps in the T20I rankings.
She made an unbeaten 101 in the first match to help her team
chase down 177 in the opener. The opening batter became just
the second Sri Lankan to score a century in T20Is and has now

been rewarded big for her effort.

‘I want to change the colour of my
medal’: Lovlina Borgohain eyes Asian
Games glory after 2023 Asiad silver

ovlina Borgohain
Lwon a medal in the
only major event that was
missing from her illus-
trious cabinet when she
clinched a silver during the
Glasgow Commonwealth
Games 2026. Lovlina, the
2023 world champion, lost
out on a gold in the 75kg
category in Glasgow and
settled for silver, but now
eyes glory at the Asian
Games. She has a silver
medal at the Asiad, but she

wants to change the colour
of the medal she won in
the 75kg category in the
Hangzhou Games 2023.
As she landed in India af-
ter another strong display,
Lovlina has quickly shift-
ed her focus to the Aichi
Nagoya Asian Games, set
to be played from Septem-
ber 19 to October 4. “Now,
looking ahead to the Asian
Games, 1 won silver last
time, so I want to change
the colour of that medal.

I will certainly work even
harder and strive to bring
home the gold next time,”
Borgohain told news agen-
cy ANIL. Meanwhile, the
stated
that she would have want-

Assamese  boxer
ed to win a gold medal at
the Glasgow Games but is
‘truly happy’ with the sil-
ver she won in the Scottish
city. The minister congratu-
lated the boxers and award-
ed prize money to the box-
ing medallists.

Ben Stokes plans to become England head coach, questions
Joe Root’s appointment as captain over Harry Brook

Former England cap-
tain Ben Stokes has

revealed that he wants to
return to the national set-
up as a coach after the end
of his playing career. The
all-rounder announced his
retirement from internation-
al cricket during the third
Test against New Zealand
last month and since then,
has featured heavily in do-
mestic cricket and, inter-
estingly, is also completing
his coaching degree. Stokes

mentioned that coaching is
the direction he intends to
pursue in the long run. He
revealed to be completing
level three coaching now
and wants to take charge
of the England team in the
future. Following Stokes’

T

retirement,

England

ap-
pointed Joe Root as Test
captain instead of Harry
Brook, despite Brook serv-
ing as vice-captain until that
point. He now begins a sec-
ond stint alongside new Test
coach Stephen Fleming.
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Babar Azam’s near four-year wait for
Test century continues as Pakistan
skipper misses ton in bizarre fashion

abar Azam agonis-
Bingly missed out
on a Test hundred again
as he was dismissed in
a bizarre fashion during
the second Test against
West Indies in Port of
Spain. Babar, who was
reinstated as Test cap-
tain last month, was
run out in the first in-
nings of the second Test
against the West Indies
on 88, marking the con-
tinuation of his near
four-year drought of a
triple-figure mark in the
format. Babar last hit
a Test hundred during

Pakistan’s home series
against New Zealand.
The 31-year-old hit a
masterful 161 in the first
Test of the two-match
series in Karachi on De-
cember 26, 2022. Since
then, he has played in
35 Test innings but has
not got to the triple-dig-
it mark even once. In
this time, Babar has hit
seven fifties, with his
highest being today’s
88, seven more than he
made against South Af-
rica in Cape Town last
year. Babar added only
two runs from his over-

night total of 86 and was

run out on 88 when he
was trying to take a sin-
gle off Jomel Warrican
in the 75th over of the
innings. Babar pushed
a fuller one from left-
arm spinner towards the
covers and sent off for a
run, which was denied
by Abdullah Shafique.
However, Babar was
the

and while he

halfway  down
crease,
turned back and put in a
dive, he could not make
it back to the crease as
Brandon King caught

him short.

Pakistan appoint former South Africa
cricketer as new batting coach

ormer South Afri-
Fcan cricketer Mi-
Smith has been
appointed as the batting
coach of the Pakistan
men’s team.
The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) has con-
firmed the latest de-
velopment on Tuesday

chael

morning via an official
They also

confirmed that Smith
will work with the side
across all three formats,
covering both red-ball
and white-ball cricket.

Notably, the 46-year-old
has been handed a two-
year contract and will
join the Pakistan team
ahead of their upcoming
three-match Test series
against England, sched-

uled to begin on August
19.

The team man-
agement and the selec-
tors were reportedly
the

current batting standard

concerned about
of the team and hence,
to strengthen the core
and improve consis-
tency across formats,

Smith was brought in.
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