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SPORTS NEWS

(Carlos Alcaraz pulls out of Cincinnati
Open; will defending champion gain
full fitness before US Open?

fter missing the French Open and Wimbledon, Carlos

Alcaraz was expected to return to tennis at the Cin-
cinnati Open. It was believed to be a perfect opportunity
for the Spaniard to get back into the groove ahead of the
US Open. However, the right wrist injury has ruled him
out of the competition and there’s uncertainty regarding his
US Open participation. The youngster confirmed his with-
drawal from the ATP Masters 1000 tournament on Tuesday,
August 4. The event is scheduled to take place from August
11 to 23. Alcaraz, who won the Cincinnati title in 2025,
will lose the ranking points gained from that triumph and
enter the upcoming hard-court season without a competi-
tive match on the surface. Notably, he has been away from
tournament action since sustaining the wrist injury during
the Barcelona Open in April. Although the 23-year-old has
resumed practice recently, he has not recovered sufficiently

to return to competition at the highest level.
Zaheer Khan, former India pacer,
joins LPL’s Jaffna franchise as
Co-owner

. w .

ormer India cricketer Zaheer Khan has joined the Lan-

ka Premier League’s Jaffna franchise as the co-own-
er. The Jaffna franchise has been acquired by a Stock-
holm-based international sports ownership group, Anchor
Sports AB. Zaheer, the 2011 World Cup winner with India,
is co-owner of the group. A report in Cricbuzz confirmed
the development, adding that the acquisition has been re-
branded as ‘Anchor Jaffna Kings’, as the franchise enters a
new ownership era. The Anchor Sports AB group has been
owned by Nagendra Siddoutam along with Zaheer. Speak-
ing on the development, Zaheer was ‘thrilled’ to have been

named the co-owner of the Jaffna franchise. “I’ve always
admired the calibre, innovation and variety of bowling tal-
ent that comes out of Sri Lanka — it’s a country I’ve visit-
ed, competed in, and hold very fond memories of. To now
be part of Sri Lankan cricket as an owner is something
I’'m genuinely thrilled about, and I can’t wait to get start-
ed with the Jaffna Anchors,” Zaheer said in a statement.
Meanwhile, the Chairman and CEO of the Innovative Pro-
duction Group, Anil Mohan, welcomed the Zaheer Khan
co-owned group to the LPL fray.

Australia unveil plan before Border-Gavaskar
series, list out preparation options ahead of

five-match contest

Australia head coach Andrew McDonald has confirmed
that his team will not be playing in practice matches be-
fore the high-octane Border-Gavaskar series and instead will
have a preparatory camp, similar to the sub-continent condi-
tions. The series is set to start from January 21 in Nagpur in
what remains one of the most anticipated Test series around the
world. Australia last won a Test series in India in 2004-05, and
India remains their final frontier. Australia will also be play-
ing in a four-match Test series against New Zealand before
the India series. ”We feel as though we’ve got enough time
to immerse ourselves in those conditions. We won’t be taking
on a practice game. It’ll just be more around the location,”
McDonald told ‘cricket.com.au ‘. McDonald further revealed
the options Australia have in place for the series. “We’ve got a
couple of options there. We have gone to the UAE previously,
and we have also gone into India last time into Bangalore, so
we’re just working through what that would look like in terms
of how we then manage the individuals.” Meanwhile, Austra-
lia are looking at a dedicated venue to simulate conditions that
are expected at the venues for the Test series. “Ultimately, if
you can have a dedicated venue that you’re able to use and
replicate as close to the conditions that you believe you may
get in the first Test match or throughout a Test series.”

“Test cricket needs them’: Ajinkya Rahane weighs

in on senior playe

he stage is set for

the Indian team to
take on Sri Lanka in a
two-game Test series.
The two sides are slat-
ed to take on each other
across two Test match-
es, starting with the first
Test at the Galle Inter-
national Stadium on Au-
gust 15th. Shubman Gill
will be leading the side,
and the Indian team will
hope to put in a good
show. Ahead of the se-
ries, former India crick-
eter Ajinkya Rahane
came forward and talked
about the state of the In-
dian Test team. The vet-
eran batter talked about
how the entire Indian
Test team is quite new
and full of inexperienced

players, with few to no

BWF World Championships’ draws revealed, :

seniors. He also claimed
that he is fearful for the
future of Test cricket in
India, as senior players
need to be respected and
given a chance in the lon-
gest format if the side is
looking to do well. ”Test
cricket fans are proper
cricket lovers. New play-
ers have come in over the
last two years in Tests.
I still feel Test cricket
needs seven to eight se-
nior cricketers and two
to three younger players.
But what we are seeing
now is that all the players
are actually new,” Rah-
ane said on The Overlap
Cricket YouTube chan-
nel. "There are hardly
any senior players left.
Test cricket needs them.
You need to respect the

rs’ inclusion in Test cricket

senior players. I fear for
the future of Test crick-
et. Especially the Indi-
an team; all the senior
players going at once
has been the issue,” he
added. Speaking of the
upcoming series between
India and Sri Lanka, the
two sides will hope to
put in their best perfor-
mance in the series, and
the Indian team is hold-
ing out hope to reach the
WTC (World Test Cham-
pionship) final and make
their way towards the
clash with a win against
Sri Lanka. It is worth
noting that the Shubman
Gill-led side needs to
win their next six out of
nine Test matches if they
are looking to qualify for
the WTC final, and the

Ayush Shetty faces stern test, Sindhu,
Lakshya’s opponents confirmed

he draws of the BWF
World
ships, set to take place in
New Delhi from August 17
to 23, have been revealed.

Champion-

Asian Championships sil-
ver medallist Ayush Shet-
ty will be facing a stern
test from world champion
Shi Yugqi of China in the
men’s singles opening
round. Shetty had lost to
Yuqi in the final of the
Asian Championships.
PV Sindhu, former world
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same could prove to be
a daunting task for the
side. India are all set to
begin a crucial phase of
their World Test Champi-
onship (WTC) campaign
as they prepare to take on
Sri Lanka in a two-match
Test
with the opening Test at

series, beginning
the Galle International
Stadium on August 15.
Under the leadership of
Shubman Gill, the Men
in Blue will be looking to
make a strong statement
away from home, espe-
cially with their hopes of
reaching the next WTC
final hanging in the bal-
ance. Former vice-cap-
tain Ajinkya Rahane has
raised concerns over the
current composition of
the Indian Test side.

Jaydev Unadkat set to
continue County Championship
stint, slated to join Sussex’s camp

Y,

eteran India pacer Jaydev Unadkat is all set to make

his return to England in the latter stages of the week
to continue his stint in the County Championship. Unadkat
will be joining Sussex’s camp and will hope to put in a
good showing in the tournament. It is interesting to note
that Unadkat has been associated with the County Cham-
pionship since 2023. He will be heading back to Brigh-
ton as he is set to feature in the remainder of the county’s
red-ball campaign. With the ongoing The Hundred and the
One-Day Cup underway in England, the County Cham-
pionship has taken a backseat for now. Unadkat is only
contracted with Sussex for the County Championship and
will be joining Sussex’s camp once the red-ball competi-
tions begin. Speaking on his return, Jaydev Unadkat took
centre stage and talked about how the upcoming season
will prove to be good preparation for the Indian domes-
tic season for him. “It’s back to county cricket. I’ve been
representing Sussex for the last four seasons, and it will be
good preparation for the Indian domestic season,” Unad-
kat told Cricbuzz. As for his record in the tournament, it
is worth noting that Jaydev Unadkat has taken 57 wickets
in 13 County matches. He has made two appearances in
the tournament in the ongoing season and has managed to
take eight wickets across four innings. Speaking of Sus-
sex, the side is being led by England’s Ollie Robinson and
currently sits in fifth place in Division One of the Coun-
ty Championship. As for their performances, the side has
played eight games in the tournament so far, where they
have won four, lost two, and drawn just as many. It is also
worth noting that Unadkat won’t be the only Indian player

featuring in the County Championship.
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Gujarat CM receives Commonwealth
Games flag; marks the beginning of
preparations for 2030 event

havi formally present- the commencement of

champion, will be facing
world number 141 Sophia
Nobel of Ireland in her first
round, while 2022 world
championships bronze
medallist Lakshya Sen will
open his campaign against
Collins Valentine Filimon
of Austria. Sen could face
Kunlavut Vitidsarn of Thai-
land in the round of 16. In
the men’s doubles, Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and Chi-
rag Shetty have received a
bye in the first round. They

will be facing the winners
of the match between Al-
exander Dunn and Adam
Pringle of Scotland and
Thailand’s
Charoenkitamorn and Wor-

Chaloempon

rapol Thongsa-Nga. Sind-
hu is set to avoid world
number one An Se Young
and defending champion
Akane Yamaguchi before
the medal She
might be up against Chi-
na’s third seed Wang Zhi Yi
in the round of 16.

rounds.

R Praggnanandhaa tops rapid standings at
St Louis, takes key lead ahead of blitz

Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa moved
a step closer to qualifying
for the Grand Chess Tour
Finals after finishing at the
top of the rapid standings at
the St. Louis Rapid & Blitz
tournament. The 20-year-
old collected
from a possible 18 in the

12 points

nine-round rapid section to
emerge as the leader despite
suffering his only defeat in
the final round.

The

loss came against

Dutch Grandmaster Jorden
van Foreest, but it was not
enough to dislodge Pragg-
nanandhaa from the top of
the standings.

Although he missed the
opportunity to extend his
advantage with a win in

-~
j_.

a
the closing game, he still
finished one point clear
of Uzbekistan’s Javokhir
Sindarov, who occupies
second place on 11 points.
American Grandmaster
Wesley So is third with 10

points.

ujarat Chief Min-
Gister Bhupendra
Patel was on Wednesday
formally presented with
the
Games flag,
the start of prepara-
tions for the 2030 event,
which will be hosted in
Ahmedabad in 2030.
Deputy CM  Harsh
Sanghavi, who attended

Commonwealth
marking

the recently concluded
Glasgow Games, pre-
sented the flag to the
CM during a cabinet
Gandhi-
nagar. “Deputy Chief

meeting in

Minister Harsh Sang-

Australia pacer Mi-
chael Neser has
sustained a right calf
strain during a train-
ing session. The blow
delayed his
tions for the upcoming

prepara-

South Africa series in
October. However, he
is expected to recover
in time unless it further
Notably,

© ©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

*. complicates.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ed the Commonwealth
Games Flag, with full
honour and dignity, to
Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel during the
state cabinet meeting in
Gandhinagar,” an offi-
cial release said. "The
Commonwealth Games
Flag will now remain in
Gujarat until the 2030
Commonwealth Games.
Along with advancing
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s ‘Fit India’
vision, it will serve as
an inspiration for ath-
and

letes symbolise

the
not included in Austra-

36-year-old was

lia’s 13-man squad for
the upcoming two-Test
home series against
Bangladesh, with Pat
Cummins and Josh Ha-
zlewood returning from
injury to reclaim places
in the pace attack. Even
after missing selection,

Neser had remained in

preparations for the up-
coming event,” the re-
lease said. Meanwhile,
the Gujarat Deputy CM,
two-time Olympic med-
allist
and

Neeraj Chopra
Indian  Olympic
Association  President
PT Usha attended the
closing ceremony of the
Glasgow Games, where
they were officially
handed the flag for the
2030 Games. It will
also be the second time
that India will host the
Games, after New Delhi
hosted it in 2010.

Australia pacer suffers calf injury, can
return during South Africa series

full training and was
on standby in case a re-
placement was required
before the series opener
in Darwin next week.
On the other hand, the
injury occurred during
a running session and
is expected to sideline
him for around a month
while he undergoes re-
habilitation.
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