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SPORTS NEWS

History at Commonwealth
Games

lasgowIndian para athlete Sharmila Dhankhar created

history at the Commonwealth Games by winning In-
dia’s first-ever gold medal in para athletics. Her remarkable
achievement marked a historic milestone for Indian sports and
ended a two-decade wait for a Commonwealth para athletics
medal. Sharmila secured the gold medal in the Women’s F57
Shot Put event with a best throw of 9.81 meters, delivering a
memorable performance on Monday night. With this victory,
she became the first Indian para athlete to win a gold medal
in Commonwealth Games history. India also added three sil-
ver medals to its tally in athletics. Sarvesh Kushare, Valluri
Ajay Babu, and Gyaneshwari Yadav each claimed a silver
medal in the long jump, strengthening the country’s medal
count. Sharmila’s historic triumph also ended India’s 20-year
wait for a para athletics medal at the Commonwealth Games.
The last time India won a medal in Commonwealth para ath-

letics was at the 2006 Commonwealth Games.

Commonwealth Games 2026 :
Boxer Jadumani Singh Misses

Gold

ndian boxer Jadumani Singh settled for a silver medal
Iin the men’s 55kg boxing event at the Commonwealth
Games 2026 after losing 0-5 to Australia’s Jai Dixon in the
final at SEC Hall-5 on Saturday. Jadumani made a strong
start to the title bout, edging the opening round 3-2 against
Dixon. Three judges awarded him perfect 10-point scores,

f Sharmila Dhankhar Creates h

Phoebe Litchfield breaks Shafali Verma’s Women’s
Hundred record as Leeds beat Birmingham

Australia interna-
tional Phoebe Li-
tchfield broke Shafali
Verma’s record for fastest
half-century in Women’s
Hundred history. Repre-
senting Sunrisers Leeds,
Phoebe smacked a 20-
ball half-century, helping
her team register a com-
fortable nine-wicket win
at Edgbaston. With that,
she also surpassed Sha-
fali’s feat, smacking a 22-
ball half-century in the
match between Birming-
ham Phoenix and Welsh
Fire in 2021. Litchfield
finished unbeaten on 71
from 33 balls, hitting 13
fours and a six at a strike
rate of 215.15. Chasing
only 108 runs, she set the
tone right from the start
as Leeds won the game

with 31 balls to spare.
Even though the 23-year-
old
partner early, she didn’t

lost her opening

change her approach.
Keeper-batter ~ Lauren
Winfield-Hill played the
perfect role of second fid-
dle as Leeds got the job
done rather comfortably.
In the first innings, India
all-rounder Deepti Shar-
ma stole the show. After
a subpar T20 World Cup
2026, Deepti is finally
showing signs of form, as
she claimed three wickets
against Birmingham. She
the middle

and lower batters, dis-

dominated

missing Annerie Derck-
sen, Fatima Sana and Al-
ana King. Her dominance
didn’t allow Birmingham
to find any momentum in

the middle overs and that
set up an easy win for
Leeds. In the meantime,
Phoebe was adjudged
the Player of the Match
for her record-breaking
knock. In the post-match
presentation, she spoke
about her attacking ap-
proach was based on
putting pressure on the
bowlers. “I think you’ll
either die by the sword at
times, but I think putting
the pressure back on the
bowlers is the best way to
go in T20 cricket or The
Hundred. So, that’s part
of my blueprint, and it
came off today. But, it’s
been a while, first 50 in
The Hundred. That’s a
nice little moment for
me,” Phoebe said. No-
tably, the knock took

Litchfield’s season tally
to 207 runs from six in-
nings. She is averaging
41.40 and has a strike
rate of 153.33. Leeds,
in the meantime, have
moved to fourth on the
points table and with that,
they remain alive in the
playoffs race. Currently,
the Danielle Gibson-led
side is tied with Welsh
Fire, who is fifth on the
table. Australia interna-
tional Phoebe Litchfield
produced a sensational
batting display in The
Hundred 2026, rewriting
the record books with the
fastest half-century in the
history of the women’s
competition. Litchfield’s
aggressive approach was
evident from the opening
deliveries.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino
faces fresh scrutiny over payment
linked to alleged affair

FIFA president Gianni Infantino is facing renewed
scrutiny over his time at UEFA. On Friday, August 7,

Europe’s governing body confirmed that a departure pay-
ment was made to a woman who was alleged to have had
a relationship with the current FIFA president. The pay-
ment was described as a six-figure sum. The report further
adds that the woman had worked at UEFA while Infantino
was the organisation’s general secretary, a position he held
from 2009 until 2016. In the meantime, Infantino, who is
married, has rejected the allegations. A spokesman for the
FIFA president told the Daily Telegraph that he denies any
suggestion of improper conduct. “FIFA president Gianni
Infantino strongly denies these allegations, and they are
categorically untrue.
Any insinuation of inappropriate conduct or violation of
statutes or regulations is defamatory,” a FIFA spokesman
said. The report has not alleged that Infantino was formal-
ly accused of misconduct by an employee. His spokesman
also rejected the suggestion that any such incident had tak-
en place. “No employee at UEFA and FIFA has ever raised
a complaint regarding Mr Infantino’s behaviour because
there never was an incident where he was involved,” it
was added. UEFA has acknowledged that money was paid
to the woman, but said the payment was connected to her
education. According to the organisation, it covered costs
associated with completing an MBA at a local business
school. UEFA further said the arrangement complied with
the rules governing payments at the time. It added that its
regulations have since been strengthened, describing the
updated standards as reflecting those expected of a mod-
ern, high-profile organisation.

giving the Indian boxer an early advantage. However, the
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momentum shifted dramatically in the second round as Jai
Dixon dominated the contest. The Australian received 10
points from all five judges, taking a 20-18 lead heading
into the final round. Dixon continued his impressive per-

formance in the third round, once again earning 10 points
from all five judges to seal a unanimous victory and claim
the gold medal, while Jadumani Singh finished with the
silver medal. Jadumani Singh displayed outstanding form
throughout the tournament before reaching the final.
Defeated Aaron Cullen (Scotland) 5-0 in the Round of
32.Beat Sumama Rahman (Pakistan) 5-0 in the Round of
16.0utclassed Mwengo Mwale (Zambia) 5-0 in the quar-
terfinals. Born in Manipur, Jadumani Singh is regarded as
one of India’s most promising amateur boxers.

Grand Welcome for Indian Team Upon
Return; Athletes Thank Government
and Supporting Institutions

he Indian contingent, which brought glory to the country

with an impressive performance at the 2026 Common-
wealth Games, received a grand welcome at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) Airport. A large number of sports
fans, family members, sports officials and supporters gathered
at the airport to welcome the returning athletes. Amid drums,
garlands and chants of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai,” the athletes were
warmly welcomed at the IGI Airport. Expressing their grati-
tude for the reception, the players said the welcome felt noth-
ing short of a dream and pledged to continue striving to win
medals for the country. Boxing Federation of India President
Ajay Singh told reporters that, for the first time in the 96-year
history of the Commonwealth Games, India had won seven
gold medals in boxing. He described the achievement as a
matter of immense pride not only for Indian boxing but for
the entire country. Crediting the boxers, coaching staff and all
supporting institutions for the success, Singh said the achieve-
ment had further strengthened the identity of Indian boxers on
the global stage. Gold medallist Sakshi Chaudhary expressed
her happiness over the grand reception at the airport. She said
she felt extremely proud to see so many people turn up to wel-
come the athletes. She attributed the success to this support
and improved training facilities.

Pakistan bans young cricketer Hamza
Nazar for two years for disciplinary

regulations

ey
e
-, 2

akistan Cricket Board

(PCB) has suspended
young all-rounder Hamza
Nazar for two years after an
inquiry found that he pro-
vided misleading informa-
tion and failed to disclose
important details during a
visa application process.
The ban prevents Hamza
from taking part in all do-
mestic and international
cricket activities during the
suspension period. Along
with the two-year cricket-

ing ban, the PCB has also
imposed a fine of PKR one
million on the player for
violating its disciplinary
regulations. Notably, the
action followed an investi-
gation into details submit-
ted by Hamza in a visa ap-
plication handled through
the PCB.

The board determined
that the all-rounder did
not provide complete and
accurate information and

withheld material facts

during the process. To ex-
amine the matter, the PCB
appointed a three-member
inquiry committee. Hamza
was given an opportunity
to present his explanation
and respond to the allega-
tions before the committee
reviewed his submissions
and the available evidence.
After completing its as-
sessment, the committee
submitted their findings
and recommendations to
the PCB.

Sri Lanka Cricket announces free tickets for
marquee Test series against India

Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC)
has announced free
tickets to selected sections
for the upcoming two-Test
World Test Championship
series against India.

The first Test will be played
at the Galle Internation-
al Cricket Stadium from
August 15 to 19, while the
second is scheduled at the
Sinhalese Sports Club in
Colombo from August 23
to 27.

Free entry will be available

/i

only through Gate 4 at Gall- I

le and Gates 3, 4, 5 and 7
at the SSC, with access
restricted to the grass em-
bankment areas.

“Sri Lanka Cricket wish-
es to announce that public
admission to the upcoming

Test Series between Sri
Lanka and India will be free
of charge thus providing
cricket fans with an excel-
lent opportunity to witness
world-class Test cricket,”
the statement from SLC
read.

ngland’s prepara-
Etions for the Test
series against Pakistan
have been hit by un-
certainty after opener
suffered
a right shoulder inju-

Emilio Gay

ry while playing for
Durham in the One-
Day Cup clash against
Middlesex. His injury
has now left the na-
tional selectors facing
a possible search for
backup at the top of the
order. The youngster
was forced to leave the
field after aggravating

the injury while batting.

Former India crick-
eter Ravichandran
Ashwin has suggested

that Mumbai
should seek a major

Indians

return if they decide to
trade captain Hardik
Pandya. It is not being
understood that three
franchises,  including
Kolkata Knight Rid-
«.ers and Chennai Super
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as England see
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The southpaw initially
experienced discomfort
in the sixth over be-
fore the problem wors-
ened when he played a
straight drive against
Toby Roland-Jones in
the following over. A
Durham medical staff
member attended Gay
before he walked off the
field after scoring nine
runs from 17 deliver-
ies. As per a report in
Cricinfo, a scan sched-
uled for the weekend
will determine the se-
riousness of the injury.
However, Durham con-

Kings are heavily inter-
ested in the all-rounder,
but the three-time cham-
pions could be slightly
ahead in the negotia-
tions. Meanwhile, Pan-
dya’s future with Mum-
bai Indians has come
under scrutiny after the
franchise endured an-
other disappointing IPL
campaign in 2026. The

Emilio Gay suffers shoulder injury,
remains doubtful for Pakistan Tests
replacement options

firmed that the batter
will not return for the
remainder of the match.
Meanwhile, the setback
comes shortly after En-
gland announced their
squad for the Pakistan
series, slated to begin at
Headingley on August
19. He was first select-
ed for the three-match
series against New Zea-
land and after scoring
two half-centuries, the
26-year-old sealed his
spot. England’s selec-
tion plans have already
been affected by other
absences.

Ravi Ashwin explores Hardik Pandya’s
possible move to KKR

five-time  champions
finished ninth in the 10-
team standings, with the
team reaching the play-
offs only once in three
seasons under Pandya’s
leadership. Ashwin
also highlighted the im-
portance of assessing
which team would ben-
efit most from acquiring
Pandya.
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