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SPORTS NEWS

f Why are Bukayo Saka, Marcus
Rashford not playing for England vs
Argentina in FIFA World Cup 2026

ngland have benched star wingers Bukayo Saka and

Marcus Rashford from the starting lineup for the FIFA
World Cup 2026 semi-final against Argentina. Head coach
Thomas Tuchel made a tactical switch for the high-volt-
age game, giving a start to Antony Gordon on the left and
Morgan Rogers, who is yet to start a game this tournament,
a place on the right. Notably, Tuchel rewarded the Aston
Villa forward for his influential performance after com-
ing off the bench in the quarter-final against Norway. The
23-year-old provided England with energy, direct running
and attacking intent that reignited England’s attack, which
eventually led to a goal from Jude Bellingham in added
time to punch a ticket to the semi-final. That convinced
Tuchel to hand Rogers his first start and he believes he
could offer a different threat against Argentina. The pair
could be introduced at around 60 minutes mark, which will

only bolster England’s attacking prowess.

Why 1s KL Rahul not
playing in India vs England
second ODI in Cardiftf?

ndia keeper-batter KL Rahul has been dropped from
Ithe second ODI against England at Sophia Gardens in
Cardiff. Captain Shubman Gill explained that the middle
order batter is currently dealing with an illness, as Ishan

Kishan replaced him in the playing XI. As per the team
structure, the Jharkhand batter can slot in at number four,
with Shreyas Iyer going down to number five. Washington
Sundar has been listed at six. “We’ve got one change, KL
is sick, so he misses out, and Ishan Kishan comes back
in,” Gill said after the toss. England have won the toss
and elected to field first in the second ODI. Explaining

the reason behind the move, captain Harry Brook stated
that there’s a nice spread of grass on the surface and they
want to capitalise early on, using the seam movement of
the pacers. “Nice even spread of grass. So hopefully we
can get a little bit of seam movement and swing up front.
(Anything you want to do differently here?) Just execute
slightly better, I think. I’ve always said we’re never out
of games and I thought we put up a really good fight last
game,” Brook said after the toss. England, in the mean-
time, have made two changes to the playing XI.

Harry Kane believes ‘England played
g00d’, defends Thomas Tuchel’s
strategies after defeat to Argentina

England suffered a 2-1 defeat to Argentina in the FIFA
World Cup semi-final in Atlanta. They were leading
till the 85th minute, but the next seven minutes stunned the
Thomas Tuchel side, who conceded two late goals. The En-
gland coach made three defensive substitutions in the second
half of the game, which was highly controversial as the Three
Lions planned to park the bus, but the move didn’t go well at
all. Notably, Anthony Gordon had fired England ahead in the
55th minute and England controlled much of the contest be-
fore Tuchel reshaped his side after the second-half hydration
break. The England manager introduced defensive reinforce-
ments, including Ezri Konsa, Dan Burn and Nico O’Riley, as
his team attempted to protect their narrow advantage rather
than extend it. The tactical switch allowed Argentina to gain
control of the closing stages. Enzo Fernandez equalised with
a stunning long-range strike in the 86th minute before Lautaro
Martinez headed home Lionel Messi’s cross deep into stop-
page time to complete the comeback and send the defending
champions into the World Cup final. Meanwhile, despite the
criticism surrounding England’s conservative approach, cap-
tain Harry Kane insisted the players had not been instructed
to sit back after taking the lead. Kane admitted the defeat was
difficult to accept after England’s run to the last four.

Virat Kohli breaks Sachin Tendulkar’s legendary
record with half-century agalnst England in Cardiff

Star India batter Vi-
rat Kohli once again

produced a dominant
show with the bat in the
second ODI against En-
gland at Sophia Gardens
in Cardiff. Despite losing
Rohit Sharma and Ishan
Kishan in quick succes-
sion, the former India
captain managed to keep
the scoreboard ticking,
hitting his 78th half-cen-
tury in the process. The
veteran departed scoring
65 runs off 66 balls as
he set the tone for the
middle order batters to
take over. Now, courte-
sy of his half-century,
Kohli broke Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s record for most

50+ scores by an Indian
En-
gland. He now tops the

Gurnoor Brar found in breach of
ICC’s Code of Conduct, handed one
demerit point after England ODI

cricketer against

list with 33 50+ scores,
beating Tendulkar’s 32.
Rahul Dravid, MS Dho-
ni and Sunil Gavaskar
also feature in the top
five. Kohli has surpassed
Ricky Ponting to become
the
player in international

fifth-most-capped

cricket history. Only Ten-
dulkar, Mahela Jayawar-
dene, Kumar Sangakkara
and Sanath Jayasuriya
are ahead of him on the
table. Kohli and Shreyas
Iyer stitched a valuable
partnership of 67 runs.
After the 37-year-old de-
parted, Shreyas took over
the business and played
some brilliant cricket,
but he had little to no
support from the other
batters. Washington Sun-
dar departed scoring two,

while Axar Patel made
one and Shivam Dube
registered a golden duck.
The pressure fell on lyer,
who bailed India out of
trouble.

The T20I captain scored
a half-century and India
managed to cross the
200-run mark. He even-
tually departed for 66
runs off 71 balls as In-
dia were reduced to nine
wickets for 233 runs. The
final wicket fell soon af-
ter that as England now
have 234 runs to chase.
Notably,
178/3 at one stage and

India  were

were cruising towards
300, but England’s quick

ever, England staged a
sensational  comeback.
Shortly after Kohli’s dis-
missal, India lost wick-
ets in quick succession
as Washington Sundar
managed only two runs,
Axar Patel fell for one,
and Shivam Dube was
dismissed for a golden
duck. With the lower
order collapsing around
him, Iyer assumed re-
sponsibility and  pro-
duced another fighting
knock. The right-hander
registered a well-crafted
66 off 71 deliveries, en-
suring India crossed the
200-run mark despite the
collapse. With 234 runs

Ben Stokes takes fresh dig at
Ian Botham, continues war of
words on social media

egendary England cricketer Ian Botham has revived

his public disagreement with former England captain
Ben Stokes. The former England all-rounder took a fresh
swipe at Stokes during the first ODI between England and
India at Edgbaston in Birmingham, jokingly welcoming
the recently retired cricketer into the “has-beens” club.
“As we know, Michael Vaughan and I... We don’t know
what we’re talking about. A couple of old has-beens. Ben,
if you’re listening, congratulations, you’ve joined the
club. You’re now a has-been,” Botham said, talking about
Stokes on the BBC Test Match Special. Stokes respond-
ed to the comment on X, formerly Twitter, by pointing to
a quote commonly associated with Botham. “The quote
‘It’s better to be a has-been than a never-been” originates
from Lord Ian Botham.” Notably, the latest exchange fol-
lows a disagreement that began during England’s Ashes
preparations in Perth last November. Botham criticised the
team management and especially captain Stokes for play-
ing an internal practice match at a local club, instead of
playing a domestic team, such as the Prime Minister’s XI.
Stokes wasn’t impressed with Botham’s comment. He hit
back, stating that modern-day players faced circumstances
different from those experienced by earlier generations.
“There are quite a few factors that play into why we can’t
prepare the way the has-beens maybe did in the past,”

Stokes said.

However, the 35-year-old later clarified that he had mis-

turnaround
the complexion of the
team, as the hosts look
favourite

changed

now. How-

In a major development,
India pacer Gurnoor
Brar has been penalised
by the ICC (International
Cricket Council) after he
was found in breach of the
ICC’s Code of Conduct. It
is worth noting that Brar
has been warned and has
been handed a demerit
point for the same as well.
The moment happened
when Brar was bowling
to Ben Duckett. In the 8th
over of the game, Duckett

drove the delivery back at
the bowler. Gurnoor then
went on to collect the ball
and threw it back at Duck-
ett. After the game, Brar
admitted to the offence
and ultimately accept-
ed the sanction imposed
upon him by match ref-
eree Richie Richardson,
eliminating the need for a
formal hearing. Speaking
of his performance, taking
two wickets in nine overs,
Brar looked to be in good

form for India as they
limited England to 258 in
the first innings. Notably,
Brar was found guilty of
breaching Article 2.9 of
the ICC’s Code of Con-
duct, which is related to
“throwing a ball at or near
a player in an inappropri-
ate and/or dangerous man-
ner during an international
match.” The Men in Blue
put forth a good showing
in the first ODI of the se-
ries.

Atlanta police on alert as security tightened for
England vs Argentma FIFA World Cup seml-ﬁ-

Atlanta police have
tightened  security
plans for the FIFA World
Cup 2026 semi-final be-
tween  Argentina  and
England. The Police De-
partment has introduced
additional measures for
the high-profile fixture,
which officials consid-
er a potentially high-risk
event because of the his-
toric rivalry between the
two nations. Officials and
thousands of supporters

expected at the stadium.
The venue,

which regularly hosts NFL
and Major League Soccer
matches, is set to welcome
a capacity crowd for the
To
the crowd and the fans

semi-final. manage

of the respective teams

away from each other, it
will be for the first time
in this tournament that
supporters will be directed
through separate entrances
to prevent possible clash-
es.

required for victory, En-
gland head into the chase
with the advantage on

paper.

Lionel Messi pens heartfelt note to
Argentina fans after entering second
stralght FIFA World Cup final

Argentina has
reached its sec-
ond straight FIFA World
Cup. Coming into the
tournament as the de-
fending champions, the
three-time World Cup
look
to get their hands on
their fourth title as they
the
clash of the tournament

champions will

reached summit
after defeating England
in the second semi-fi-
nal. It is worth noting
that Lionel Messi once
again worked his magic,
providing two assists as
Argentina defeated En-

Gurnoor Brar found in breach of
ICC’s Code of Conduct

n a major develop-
ment, India pacer
Gurnoor Brar has been
penalised by the ICC
Cricket

Council) after he was

(International

found in breach of the
ICC’s Code of Conduct.
It is worth noting that
Brar has been warned
and has been handed
a demerit point for the

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

spoken and apologised for the remark. Botham and Stokes
have long shared a professional association. The former
served as chairman at Durham, the county where Stokes

has spent much of his domestic career.

gland 1-2 and booked
their berth in the final,
where they will take on
2010 champions Spain.
After the exceptional
Messi
forward and wrote a
heartfelt note to the Ar-
gentine fans for their

victory, came

support throughout the
season.

“To the fans, I say the
same thing I said in Qa-
tar: enjoy it. This team
will never let you down.
This World Cup has
been absolutely crazy,
and reaching another
World Cup Final is in-

same as well. The mo-
ment happened when
Brar was bowling to
Ben Duckett.

In the 8th over of the
game, Duckett drove
the delivery back at the
bowler. Gurnoor then
went on to collect the
ball and threw it back
at Duckett. After the

game, Brar admitted

national anthem start-

ple desperately wanted

back and defend. An-

credible. Even though
it was a football match,
from the moment the
ed we experienced
something special. This
wasn’t just another vic-
tory; the Argentine peo-

it,” Messi told the me-
dia after the game. After
the first goal, instead of
applying pressure, En-
gland decided to drop

thony Gordon scored
the opener for England
in the 55th minute of the
game.

to the offence and ul-
timately accepted the
sanction imposed upon
him by match refer-
ee Richie Richardson,
eliminating the need for
a formal hearing. With
the win in the first ODI
secured, India will take
on England next at the
Sophia Gardens in Car-
diff.
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