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SPORTS NEWS

Buttler with sublime performances

against India in ODI series

ngland put forth a sensational performance in the
Ethird and final ODI of the ongoing series between the
two sides. The teams met at the Lord’s Cricket Ground in
London for the clash, and England came out to bat after
winning the toss. Jacob Bethell and Ben Duckett put forth
some good showings, scoring 141 and 91 runs, respective-
ly. Furthermore, the performance of Joe Root stood out
once more; coming out to bat after the fall of the first wick-
et, Root amassed 74* runs in 48 deliveries. Doing so, the
veteran batter became the highest run-getter in the history
of a bilateral series while staying unbeaten. After scoring
76*, 99* and 74* runs in three ODIs against India, Root
surpassed Jos Buttler and has the highest runs in a bilateral
series while staying unbeaten. Speaking of the game, En-
gland came in to bat first, and it became clear that the side
had a clear plan in mind. The performances saw the hosts

post a mammoth total of 387 runs in the first innings.

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli overtake
Dilshan-Sangakkara in elite list with
solid partnership against England

ndia took on England in the third and final ODI of the
Iongoing series between the two sides. The teams took
centre stage at the Lord’s Cricket Ground in London on
July 19th, and the game began with England batting first
and posting a total of 388 runs in the first innings. Chas-
ing down the target, it was the performance of Rohit Shar-

( Joe Root scripts history, surpasses J 0s)

Spain Cl‘OWlled FIFA WOrld Cllp Champi()n after Ferl‘an Lionel Messi looks inconsolable after

FIFA World Cup final, cries heart
out after collecting silver medal

S pain lifted their sec-
ond FIFA World

Cup,

courtesy of a
106-minute strike from
Ferran Torres to secure a
1-0 victory over 10-man
Argentina in the final
at New York New Jer-
sey Stadium on Monday
morning. Torres finished
from close range after
Nico Williams headed a
deep cross back across
goal. The breakthrough
came minutes after Ar-
gentina midfielder Enzo
Fernandez was sent off
for a second bookable
offence in stoppage time
at the end of normal
time, leaving the defend-
ing champions to play
extra time with 10 men.
Spain dominated pos-
session throughout the

match but struggled to
break down Argentina’s
disciplined defence un-
til the decisive moment.
Luis de la Fuente’s side
controlled more than 60
percent of the ball in the
opening half, while Ar-
gentina failed to register
a shot on target in the
entire match. Argenti-
na goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez kept his side in
contention with a series
of saves.

11 in total, which is the
most in a FIFA World
Cup final.

He denied Marc Cucurel-
la late in the first half,
pushed away Lamine
Yamal’s stoppage-time
free kick at the end of
regulation and produced
further stops from Nico

Torres secured 107th minute win VS 10—m

Williams, Pedri  and
Pau Cubarsi during the
second half and extra
time. Meanwhile, Spain
thought they had taken
the lead in the 96th min-
ute when Williams con-
verted from close range,
but the goal was ruled
out after a foul in the
build-up.

However, the European
champions continued to
press, with Mikel Meri-
no heading wide from a
clear chance before Wil-
liams created the win-
ning goal moments later.
Lionel Messi found little
space against Spain’s
defence and was unable
to inspire Argentina’s
attack, which spent long
periods pinned inside its
own half.

an Argentina

A

The defending champi-
ons relied on resolute
defending and Marti-
nez’s goalkeeping as
they attempted to force
a penalty shootout. The
changes indicated that
all the attackers, except
Messi, were eventually
subbed off for defend-
ers. The victory ended
Spain’s 16-year wait for
another World Cup ti-
tle after its triumph in
2010. Argentina’s bid to
retain the trophy came
to an end despite anoth-
er deep tournament run.
Spain are FIFA World
Cup champions once
again after defeating Ar-
gentina 1-0 in a dramatic
extra-time final at New
York New Jersey Stadi-

um on Monday.

Spain won the FIFA World Cup title with a 1-0 ex-
tra-time victory over Argentina. It is their second title
in history, which ended the defending champions’ reign
and denied Lionel Messi another World Cup triumph.
The decisive moment arrived early in the second period of
extra time when substitute Ferran Torres reacted quickly
following a brilliant back-heeled pass from Nico Williams.
He converted the chance after missing plenty in the second
half and it also ended a tense contest that saw Argentina
struggle to make any sort of impact.
Notably, their task had become significantly more difficult
before extra time began. Midfielder Enzo Fernandez was
sent off in stoppage time of normal time after receiving a
second booking, leaving Lionel Scaloni’s side to play the
remainder of the match with 10 men. The numerical disad-
vantage compounded Argentina’s struggles in attack. The
South American side failed to produce a single attempt,
either on or off target, until the 115th minute, allowing
Spain to maintain control before finally finding the break-
through.
Meanwhile, the defeat brought an emotional end to Argen-
tina’s title defence. After the final whistle, captain Lionel
Messi was seen in tears as supporters around the stadium
applauded him, chanted his name and displayed tribute
placards in recognition of his contribution during another
World Cup campaign. After collecting his silver medal, he
was inconsolable as he looked very disturbed. Although
Argentina fell short of retaining the trophy, Messi added
two more milestones to his international career. Spain’s
victory also delivered a landmark achievement for head
coach Luis de la Fuente.

ma that stood out. Opening the innings, the veteran bat-

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

ter smashed his 51st international century and went on to
score 138 runs in 110 deliveries, shutting down his critics
and even shutting down the recent retirement talks. It is
worth noting that Rohit and Kohli built a solid partnership
in the second innings as well, building a partnership of

113 runs as they put England in a spot of bother in the sec-
ond innings. Doing so, the duo also surpassed former Sri
Lanka players Tilakratne Dilshan and Kumar Sangakkara
in the list of players with the most 100+ partnerships in
ODI cricket. Both Rohit and Kohli have now built 100+
run partnerships in ODIs 21 times, surpassing Dilshan and
Sangakkara’s tally of 20. With Rohit Sharma dismissed on
a score of 138 runs, the responsibility falls on the shoul-
ders of veteran batter Virat Kohli.

Rohit Sharma’s masterclass in vain
as England register 27-run victory to
clinch ODI series against India

India and England took on each other in the third and fi-
nal ODI of the ongoing series between the two. The sides
met at the Lord’s Cricket Ground in London on July 19th,
and it was England who emerged victorious in the game as
they registered a dominant 27-run victory. The clash began
with England coming in to bat first after winning the toss. The
side opened its innings with Jacob Bethell and Ben Duckett
coming out to bat. The two stars performed brilliantly as they
scored 91 and 141 runs, respectively. Furthermore, the duo of
Joe Root and Jos Buttler performed exceptionally well. While
Root amassed 74* runs in 48 deliveries, Buttler scored 41%*
runs in 13 deliveries. England managed to post a mammoth
total of 387 runs in the first innings of the game. As for India,
Prasidh Krishna was the highest wicket-taker with two wick-
ets to his name. Prince Yadav took one wicket, and the Men in
Blue had a forgettable day with the ball. Coming out to chase
down the huge target, Rohit Sharma and Shubman Gill came
out to bat. The two stars got off to a good start to the game.
While Gill amassed 77* runs in 84 deliveries, Rohit went on
to shut down his critics and scored 138 runs in 110 deliveries.
Ishan Kishan scored 14 runs in 12 deliveries, whereas Shreyas
Iyer departed on a duck. As for England, Sam Curran was the
highest wicket-taker with four wickets to his name.

FIFA World Cup final ends in utter
chaos, Leandro Paredes sent off after

S pain’s FIFA World Cup

triumph over Argen-
tina was overshadowed
by a mass confrontation
after the final whistle. Ar-
gentina’s Leandro Paredes
was sent off following the
match and defender Na-
huel Molina was spotted
throwing a punch during
chaotic scenes at New York
New Jersey Stadium in the
early hours of Monday.
Television footage showed
players from both teams

final whistle

converging moments after
Spain secured a 1-0 ex-
tra-time victory.

Paredes became involved
in an altercation with Spain
midfielder Gavi before re-
ceiving a red card after the
match.

Molina also appeared to
swing at Spain midfielder
Rodri as players and staff
attempted to separate those
The
erupted as Spain’s players

involved. incident

celebrated winning their

second World Cup title,
while Argentina’s defeat
ended its bid to defend the
trophy.

Former England captain
Alan Shearer condemned
the the
broadcast. Former England

scenes  during
defender Gary Neville also
criticised Paredes’ conduct.
“I love the competitiveness
of the Argentines but Pare-
des has been a disgrace the
last couple of games,” Nev-
ille said.

Why is Lautaro Martinez not starting for Argentina
in FIFA World Cup 2026 final against Spain?

Lautaro Martinez was
on the bench as he
missed out on starting for
Argentina in their FIFA
World Cup 2026 final
against Spain on Sunday,
July 19 (local time). The
Inter Milan striker scored
the winning goal for La
Albiceleste in the semifinal
against England after com-
ing in as a late substitute in
the 81st minute.

Martinez
missed out on starting once

Meanwhile,

again as Lionel Scaloni
went with Julian Alvarez
yet again. The 28-year-old
started for the defending
champions in the first four
matches but has been on
the bench for the remainder
of the games in the tour-

nament due to a tactical

decision. He decided to
bring in Rodrigo De Paul,
Nico Gonzalez and Gon-
zalo Montiel for the final
in New Jersey. Argentina
made three changes in total
for the 2026 final.

Spain were crowned
FIFA World Cup

champions for the sec-
ond time after Ferran
Torres scored an ex-
tra-time winner in a 1-0
victory over Argentina
in New York. They dom-
inated the tournament
throughout and ended
with a clean sweep of
the
honours and a defensive

major individual
record unmatched by
any champion in recent
history. Notably, Torres
struck in the 107th min-
ute at New York New
Jersey Stadium after

ndia and England
Itook on each other
in the third ODI of the
ongoing series. The two
sides met at the Lord’s
Cricket Ground in Lon-
don on July 19th, and
the clash began with
England coming in to
bat first after winning
the The
.,opened their

toss. hosts

innings

.
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Nico Williams headed
a cross back into his
path, finally breaking
Argentina’s  resistance
in a final that remained
through 90

Spain

goalless
minutes. also
capitalised on its nu-
merical advantage after
midfielder

Enzo Fernandez was

Argentina

sent off late in normal
the
victory marked Spain’s
first World Cup triumph
since 2010 and only

time. Meanwhile,

their second overall ti-
tle. Luis de la Fuente’s
side finished the tourna-

with Ben Duckett and
Jacob Bethell coming
out to bat. While India
hoped for a good per-
formance with the ball,
the duo of Bethell and
Duckett
dominated the Men in

completely

Blue, building a part-
nership of 192 runs.
While Bethell was dis-
missed on a score of 91

List of awards won in FIFA World

Cup 2026, Netherlands handed
fair play award

ment having conceded
just one goal, underlin-
ing a campaign built on
disciplined defending,
midfield control and
relentless  possession.
Spain defeated Portu-
gal,
and Argentina in the

Belgium, France

knockout rounds, with
Si-
mon keeping another

goalkeeper Unai
clean sheet in the fi-
nal, which is phenom-
enal, to say the least.
Their dominance was
eventually reflected in
the

awards.

post-tournament

Ben Duckett surpasses Sir Vivian Richards
in elite list with magnificent century

runs, Duckett went on
to complete his century,
as he scored 141 runs in
135 deliveries. Doing
so, Duckett went on to
surpass former West In-
dies cricketer Sir Vivian
Richards in the list of
players with the highest
individual score at the
Lord’s Cricket Ground
in ODI cricket.
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