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tournament to open with rematch of
2026 final; Newlands to host title clash

he SA20 organisers on Thursday announced the

schedule for the upcoming season, with defending
champions Sunrisers Eastern Cape and Pretoria Capitals
playing a repeat of last season’s final in the first match of
the fifth season. The tournament will be played across six
stadiums from January 17 to February 21. The SA20 has
hogged the limelight in the past few seasons. It has also
helped in churning out domestic talents in South Africa,
former Proteas speedster Dale Steyn had recently stated.
Coming back to the schedule for the upcoming season. St
George’s Park in Ggeberha will kick the tournament off
on January 17, while Newlands will be hosting the final
for the second time in a row and for the third time overall.
The near month-long league stage will feature four Sat-
urday double-headers, falling on January 23, January 30,
February 6 and February 13. The league stage will run till
February 14 with MI Cape Town facing Pretoria Capitals.

Yuvraj Singh, Shikhar Dhawan, Manu
Bhaker among other athletes break
silence on students’ protest in Delhi

| F-

he students’ protest demanding Union Education

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s resignation over the
NEET-UG paper leak has escalated, and now voices from
outside the political sphere are being heard. The protest
led by the CJP has taken a violent turn, with the opposition
also becoming a part of it. For more than a month, the pro-

SA20 2027 schedule announced, h

Commonwealth Games Opening ceremony live streaming
details: When and where to watch event in India?

he Commonwealth

Games kick off on
July 23 as Glasgow hosts
74 nations participating
in 10 sporting events for
the quadrennial event
that will run till August
2. The CWG 2026 is still
a prestigious event, but
the sporting disciplines
have been truncated from
19 for the 2022 CWG to
just 10 for the Glasgow
Games. India have sent
a contingent of 125 ath-
letes with 77 men and 48
female athletes bidding
for glory. Neeraj Chopra,
Mirabani Chanu, Lovlina
Borgohain and Jaismine
Lamboria, among others,
headline the contingent.
The Games have kicked
off with some events

taking place before the

opening ceremony. In-
dia’s Putul Sonowal reg-
istered a win in his first
match of the bowls, stun-
ning the current world
outdoor champion Ryan
Bester, while India’s
women’s pair of Rupa
Rani Tirkey (lead) and
Pinki Singh (skip) de-
feated the Maltese duo
of Rebecca Louise Rixon
(lead) and Connie-Leigh
Rixon (skip) in the wom-
en’s bowls event. How-
ever, the action now
shifts to the opening
ceremony as decorated
weightlifter and three-
CWG medallist

Mirabai Chanu and star

time

boxer Lovlina Borgohain
will be the flag-bearers
of the Indian contingent
for the CWG 2026. Cha-

nu and Borgohain are
both Olympic medallists
too, with the weightlifter
having won a silver in
the 2021 Tokyo Games
and Borgohain having
clinched a bronze in the
same Olympics. While
Borgohain had not won
a Commonwealth medal
in her previous appear-
ances, she has assured a
medal at the 2026 CWG
after earning a bye in the
quarterfinals and moving
into the semifinals. Stars
will set the stage alight at
the opening ceremony as
the likes of Tom Walker,
KT Tunstall, Callum Be-
attie, Nina Nesbitt, Val-
tos, Nathan Evans, and
Saint PHNX will be per-
forming at the Glasgow
opening ceremony. The

Commonwealth Games
2026 opening ceremony
is scheduled to start at
12:30 AM IST (on July
24). Fans can tune in to
the Sony Sports Network
to watch the opening
ceremony live on TV in
India, while users can
stream the ceremony on-
line on the SonyLiv app
and website. The Com-
monwealth Games 2026
officially get underway
on July 23, with Glasgow
once again playing host
to one of the biggest
multi-sport events in the
world. Athletes from 74
Commonwealth nations
and territories will com-
pete across 10 sporting
disciplines during the
quadrennial event, which
runs until August 2.

Sachin Tendulkar, Shubman Gill react
to students’ protests in Delhi, Master
Blaster shares father’s teachings

ndia cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar and ODI and Test
Icaptain Shubman Gill reacted to the ongoing students’
protests in Delhi against the alleged NEET paper leak.
Tendulkar shared an anecdote on his father’s teachings
from the early days and hoped that the nation would find a
solution to the problems being faced by the students. The
NEET paper leak protest has gripped the nation in the Jan-
tar Mantar protest, which has been on for over a month and
a half now. The students have been demanding the resig-
nation of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
due to the paper leak. Meanwhile, Tendulkar reacted to the
protests, sharing an anecdote from his teachings from his
father Ramesh Tendulkar, who was a professor by profes-
sion. “My father was a professor. He was a mentor and
guide to many young students. One lesson that he instilled
early on was, ‘Failure is okay, cheating is not. Never take

299

shortcuts,”” Tendukar wrote in a social media post on X.
”As adults in society, we have the responsibility of shaping
culture. A society which prioritises outcomes over effort
will seek shortcuts over meritocracy. Today, when stu-
dents feel disappointed that their hard work hasn’t been
rewarded, it is understandable. Collectively, we should all
work together towards ensuring they don’t feel this way
again,” he further added. Tendulkar put his weight behind
the students, calling them ‘young India’ and the ‘fuel to
our success’. “Young India is full of dreams and energy.
They are the fuel to our success. As a society, all of us,
including parents, teachers, friends, relatives, schools, and
administrators, have a massive responsibility and different
roles to play in ensuring our youth remain encouraged and
energised.

testers have taken to the streets of Central Delhi to demand

0® 00000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000.

educational reforms.
Police, in the last couple of days, have blocked exits and
metro gates to stop the students and also allegedly used
force, including lathi charges and tear gas on July 20

during the proposed Parliament march. Indian athletes
Nikhat Zareen, Manu Bhaker, Sahal Abdul Samad, along
with former sports stars Abhinav Bindra, Yuvraj Singh and
Shikhar Dhawan, took to social media urging patience and
dialogue between the government and protesting students.
Former Indian cricket stars Yuvraj Singh and Shikhar Dha-
wan highlighted the importance of patience and keeping
faith in the country’s government amid the protests. Shi-
khar, in particular, stressed that every challenge finds res-
olution through patience.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi creates world
record, shatters Sachin Tendulkar’s
India feat with Zimbabwe fifty

aibhav Sooryavanshi has etched his name into the his-
Vtory books as he smashed his maiden T20I half-century
during the first T201 against Zimbabwe at the Harare Sports
Club on Thursday, July 23. Sooryavanshi, who had an under-
whelming start to his International career, made the most of
the fourth opportunity he got in Indian colours with a stellar
fifty in Harare. The 15-year-old Sooryavanshi created a huge
record as he became the youngest-ever batter to hit an inter-
national fifty. At 15y and 118d, Sooryavanshi shattered the
previous record of Nepal’s Kushal Malla, who was 15y and
340d old when he hit a fifty during an ODI against USA in
2020. Meanwhile, Sooryavanshi also broke the India record
of Sachin Tendulkar with his stroke-filled fifty. Tendulkar was
the youngest half-centurion from India when he was 16y and
213 days old after smashing a fifty during the Faisalabad Test
against Pakistan. Sooryavanshi is also the youngest to score a
T201 fifty. The previous record was held by Gibraltar’s Louis
Bruce, who was 16y and 56d old when he smashed a fifty
against Malta in 2021. Afghanistan’s Rahmanullah Gurbaz
was 17y 296d when he smashed a fifty against Zimbabwe
in 2019. The Indian bowlers did well to restrict Zimbabwe
to 125/7. Making his comeback after 2024, Mayank Yadav

scalped two wickets for 18 in his four overs.

Who is Putul Sonowal, the 43-year-old
Indian who stunned world champion
in bowls at Commonwealth Games?

Putul Sonowal

made headlines for de-

ndia’s

feating the reigning world
outdoor champion Ryan
Bester in the bowls event at
the Commonwealth Games
2026 on Thursday, July
23. Sonowal, the 43-year-
old, defeated the Canadian
champion in a tie-breaker
in Section D to march into
the next round. Sonowal,
who is making his Com-
monwealth Games debut,
won the first set 5-4 before

(8 O
the Canadian made a come-
back to with a 7-3 win in
the second set. The contest
moved into the tie-break-
er, where the Indian kept
his nerve to bag a famous
win. He will now be up
against Falkland Islands’
Cecil Alexander in the sec-
ond match tomorrow. The
victory stands as a historic
one, considering Bester is
the current world outdoor
champion. He has seven
World Outdoor Champion-

ships medals in Singles and

Pairs. The Canadian also
won a gold and a bronze in
the singles event in 2023 in
Paris. Bester won a bronze
in the 2006 CWG and sil-
ver each in the 2014 and
2018 Games. He was also
placed in the first World
Bowls Hall of Fame class
in 2025. He has won a gold
medal at the Asian Lawn
Bowls Championships in
2026, a huge milestone in
his career.

PV Sindhu, Lakshya Sen, Ayush Shetty
knocked out of China Open 2026 on same day

ndia’s challenge at the

China Open 2026 came
to an end on Thursday, July
23, after PV Sindhu, Lak-
shya Sen and Ayush Shetty
were all eliminated in the
second round of the BWF
Super 1000 tournament in
Changzhou.
Sindhu came closest to ad-
vancing, taking fourth seed
Chen Yufei to three games
before the home favourite
recovered to book a place
in the quarter-finals. The

former world champion
eventually went down 16-
21, 22-20, 21-18 after an
hour and 29 minutes of
competition.

The defeat came just a
after Sindhu had

overcome Chen Yufei in

week

tﬁé semi-finals of the Japan
Open on her way to lifting
the title.

She erased the deficit to
level at 16-16 before win-
ning five of the next six
points to move ahead in the
contest.

India break title hangover hoodoo to
register first win under Shreyas Iyer
in Zimbabwe

ndia’s T20 title hang-
Iover seems to have
ended as the Men in
Blue broke the hoodoo
with a crucial win in the
first T201 of the three-
series

match against

Zimbabwe on Thursday,

Sports Club.
Shreyas
Kishan
Sooryavanshi

Iyer, Ishan
and Vaibhav
led the
Men in Blue in the
middling chase of 126
to mark India’s first
win after seven win-
less games in T20Is.
Sooryavanshi slammed

a record-breaking fifty,

becoming the young-
est-ever player to have
hit an international fif-
ty. He scored a stroke-
filled 50 from 18 balls
before departing on
the very next delivery.
However, Ishan Kishan
and captain Shreyas
Iyer joined hands to
keep the momentum
up, and while Kishan
was dismissed caught
at covers, Shreyas and
vice-captain Tilak Var-
ma powered the visitors
to a seven-wicket win

with 40 balls to spare.

During his 19-ball 50,
broke
several huge records.

Sooryavanshi

Apart from becom-
ing the youngest-ever
half-centurion in inter-
national cricket, he is
also the youngest In-
dian to have scored a
half-century across the
three formats and also
the youngest to have hit
a T20I fifty.

At 15y 118d,
Sooryavanshi broke
Nepal’s Kushal Malla’s
record for the youngest

and

international half-cen-

turion.

Lovlina Borgohain confirms India’s
first medal in Commonwealth Games

July 23, at the Harare
ndia opened their
Iaccount at the 2026
Commonwealth Games
: before the opening cer-
emony.

: Boxer Lovlina Borgo-
: hain became the coun-
try’s first confirmed
: medallist after securing
§a direct place in the
: women’s 75kg semifi-
%, nals.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

The Olympic medallist
from Assam received
a bye into the last four
of her category, guaran-
teeing herself at least a
bronze medal.

Under Commonwealth
Games boxing rules, all
losing semifinalists fin-
ish with bronze medals,
ensuring Lovlina a po-
dium finish before her

first bout in Glasgow.
Notably, Lovlina will
begin her campaign on
July 31, when she faces
T.K.B.P. Taafaki for a
place in the gold medal
match. A victory would
send the Indian box-
er into the final, while
defeat would still leave
her with the bronze al-
ready assured.
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