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SPORTS NEWS

injury setbacks after sensational
comeback for India

India pacer Mayank Yadav made his return to interna-
tional cricket as the Men in Blue took on Zimbabwe in
the first T20I of the ongoing three-game series. Following
his debut in 2024, the fast bowler has been forced into a
long break from cricket due to a lower back stress fracture
and surgery and a string of injuries. In the opening game of
the three-match T20 series against Zimbabwe, in Harare,
Yadav made his comeback with a superb spell and took the
Player of the Match award home as well. He led the bowl-
ing attack and, with the first ball of the game, dismissed
Brian Bennett for a duck. Subsequently, he took out Dion
Myers within the power play, putting in an exceptional
showing. Yadav played a crucial role in restricting Zimba-
bwe to 125 runs. He took two wickets while giving away
18 runs in four overs. India chased the 126-run target with
ease, with over six overs to spare. He expressed his joy in

playing for India once more.
Jos Buttler surpasses Chris Gayle in
elite list, scripts history despite subpar
performance in The Hundred

he 3rd game of the ongoing The Hundred 2026 saw

Manchester Super Giants taking on London Spirit.
The two sides met at the Lord’s Cricket Ground in London
on July 23rd, and the game saw Super Giants register a
7-run victory in the clash. However, it was veteran batter
Jos Buttler who etched his name in the history books. It is
worth noting that Manchester Super Giants came into bat
first, and the side posted a total of 138 runs in the first in-
nings of the game, and Buttler only managed to amass 16
runs to his name. Despite his subpar knock, Buttler went
on to surpass Chris Gayle in the list of highest run-getters

in T20 cricket, now sitting in second place in the list. In-
terestingly, after his 16-run knock, Buttler now has 14,572
runs to his name, only sitting behind Kieron Pollard, who
has 14,803 runs to his name. In the clash, Buttler surpassed
Gayle’s tally of 14,562 runs, re-establishing himself as one
of the greatest T20 batters the world has seen. After Super
Giants were limited to a score of 138 runs in the first in-
nings, London Spirit was limited to 131 runs, as MSG won
the game by seven runs. “A little disappointed. I thought it

was a really good game of cricket, to be honest.”
I’ll not give my full effort in the
Commonwealth Games, my focus is
the Asian Games

—

India’s premier weightlifter Miraba} Chanu has confirmed
that she will adopt a measured approach at the 2026 Com-
monwealth Games. She chose to protect her fitness ahead of
a bigger target later this year, which is the Asian Games in
Japan. The Olympic silver medallist, who carried the Indian
flag during Thursday’s Commonwealth Games opening cer-
emony, said her competition strategy has been planned with
the Asian Games in mind rather than pursuing maximum lifts
in Glasgow. Chanu is seeking a first-ever Asian Games po-
dium finish when the continental event takes place in Aic-
hi-Nagoya from September 19 to October 4. As a result, the
reigning Commonwealth Games champion will not attempt a
90kg snatch during the ongoing Games. Notably, the decision
comes despite her status as the overwhelming favourite in the
women’s 48kg division, where she completed her legal lifts in
the snatch and clean and jerk is expected to be enough to se-
cure the gold medal. “I will not give my full effort in the Com-
monwealth Games. My focus is the Asian Games, which are
very near. | am training according to that. So my performance
and effort here will depend on that plan,” Chanu told PTL
The former world champion also indicated that her primary
objective is to peak for the Asian Games, where she expects
stronger opposition and plans to push for the 90kg snatch.

KMayank Yadav weighs in on his

Jurgen Klopp threatens to quit Germany

head coach role on day

fter a disappoint-
ing FIFA World
Cup 2026, Germany ap-

pointed Jurgen Klopp
as the new head coach.
The former Liverpool
boss has been handed
a four-year contract af-
ter Julian Nagelsmann’s
resignation  following
Germany’s shocking
exit to Paraguay in the
Round of 32 in the tour-
deal
will now keep him in
charge through the 2030
World Cup, which will

be co-hosted by Spain,

nament. Klopp’s

Portugal and Morocco.
Meanwhile, in an in-
teresting  development,
has
warned that he will walk

Klopp on dayl

away from his new role
as Germany head coach

1 of appointment

if his family’s privacy is
not respected. During the
unveiling press confer-
ence, Klopp made it clear
that protecting his family
remains a non-negotia-
ble condition during his
tenure. “If you behave
badly and don’t leave
my family in peace, then
I’ll be gone, I’ll just turn
away. [ know there are
other countries where
national team coaches
are treated even worse.
I love this job, but I am
always ready to call it
quits if need be,” Klopp
said. The 59-year-old
also signalled that lead-
ing Germany would rep-
resent the final chapter
of his coaching career,
describing the position
as the highest achieve-

ment he could attain in
football
“Jurgen Klopp is not go-

management.

ing to have any ‘career’
after the national team.
This is the pinnacle, the
absolutely high point of
my footballing career as
coach.

I will give everything
I have got,” he added.
Notably, Klopp returns
to the dugout after more
than a year away from
coaching. He stepped
down as Liverpool man-
ager at the end of the
2023-24

nine years in charge, ex-

season after
plaining at the time that
he had “running out of
energy”. The Germany
job marks his first ex-
perience in international
football. He said the op-

portunity arrived at the
right stage of his career
and admitted the signifi-
cance of the position had
become more apparent
in recent days. “Over
the last few days it was
almost like a movie hap-
pening to myself. I have
always surmised the job
of Germany head coach
is really big but now it
is really dawning on me
what being the national
team head coach is all
about. For many, many
years it was unimag-
inable for me to assume
this the
years went by, it became

position. As

more or less evident that
sooner or later I would
be asked to do this job.
Now I think the time is
right,” the German said.

Afghanistan announce new ODI
captain, reveal squad for three-
match Ireland series

£,

Kthmat Shah has been appointed as the new Afghan-
istan ODI captain after Hashmatullah Shahidi re-
signed from his position ahead of the five-match series
against Ireland, starting August 5. Notably, the 33-year-
old batter has served as Afghanistan’s vice-captain in both
Tests and ODIs since 2021. Now, he has been handed the
baton to take command with the ODI World Cup 2027 in
the mind of the selectors and team management. Mean-
while, Rahmat takes up the role as Afghanistan’s leading
ODI run-scorer. He has accumulated 4,121 runs in the for-
mat at an average of 35.22. On the other hand, Afghan-
istan have included fast bowlers Fazalhaq Farooqi and
Yamin Ahmadzai in their 15-member squad as they look
to strengthen their pace attack for the Ireland series. How-
ever, spinner Mujeeb Ur Rahman will miss the series after
failing to recover from an injury. The squad has also seen
changes following Afghanistan’s three-match ODI series
against India in June, where they suffered a 3-0 defeat.
Fareed Malik and Bilal Sami, who were part of that squad,
have now been moved to the reserves. Veteran allrounder
Mohammad Nabi will also not be part of the Ireland tour.
The experienced campaigner, who featured in the India se-
ries, is currently playing for Guyana Amazon Warriors in
the Global Super League in Guyana, with the tournament
scheduled to conclude on August 2. Farooqi and Ahmadzai
return to the ODI setup after different periods away from
the format. Ahmadzai last represented Afghanistan in a
50-over match in November 2022, while Farooqi’s pre-
vious ODI appearance came in February 2025. The series
against Ireland will begin in Bready, with the first two
ODIs scheduled for August 5 and 7.

Another Indian athlete ruled out of
Commonwealth Games after NADA
suspends for whereabouts failure

lympian Tulika Maan

has been withdrawn
from India’s Common-
wealth Games squad after
being provisionally sus-
pended by the Nation-
al Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA). The 2022 Com-
monwealth Games silver
medallist will miss the
Glasgow Games after al-
legedly committing three
whereabouts failures with-
in a rolling 12-month peri-

od

Joe Root set to

i J‘f =
Notably, she was among
India’s  leading medal
contenders in the wom-
en’s +78kg judo event.
“She has committed three
whereabouts failures in
a 12-month period and
NADA has sent notice to
her. So, she will be with-
drawn from the team,” a
judo coach told PTI on
condition of anonymity.
According to reports, the
alleged whereabouts fail-

ures triggered a provision-

al suspension under the
World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy (WADA) Code. Tulika
has since been summoned
by NADA and appeared
before the anti-doping
body on Thursday, July 23.
Now, her withdrawal is the
latest setback for the Indian
judo contingent, which has
not yet left for Glasgow.
The team is scheduled to
depart on July 27, with the
judo competition begin-
ning on July 31.

become England captain again

after Ben Stokes’ retirement

Star England batter Joe
Root is very likely to
be named the next captain
of the Test side. Former
international Ben Stokes
announced his retirement
after the New Zealand se-
ries, leaving the door open
for a new captain. Howev-
er, the England and Wales
Cricket Board is consid-
ering bringing Root back
as leader, even though it
was Harry Brook who was
serving as Stokes’ deputy.

4
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In the second Test against
New Zealand, when the
former all-rounder was out
with a suspension follow-
ing a nightclub incident in
London, Root was handed
the baton. The team man-
agement wanted to bring in

someoe responsible, espe-
cially as Brook has a histo-
ry of his own controversial
moments.

Andy Flower was the fa-
vourite to replace McCul-
lum, but the former already
said no to the role.

5 underrated Badminton stars

to keep an eye on at BWF World
Championships 2026

The BWF World Cham-

pionships have long

been a stage where
underdogs  announce
themselves to the world.
Although the spotlight
usually falls on the big-
gest names, every edi-
tion has produced un-
expected breakthroughs
from young challeng-
With New Delhi

hosting the event from

€r8.

August 17 to 23, several
young challengers will
look to test themselves
against the sport’s big-
gest names. Here are
five players capable of

causing an upset and

even challenging for the
title.

1. Ayush Shetty (India),
men’s singles

The 20-year-old from
Karnataka has had a
breakout year, winning
his first BWF World
Tour title at the 2025
US Open Super 300.

2. Unnati Hooda (In-
dia), women'’s singles
At 18, Unnati Hoo-
da has broken into the
world’s top 20. She is
only the third Indian

woman to do so after
Saina Nehwal and PV

Sindhu.
3. Alwi Farhan (Indone-

sia), men’s singles
The 20-year-old junior

world champion has
made a smooth transi-
tion to the senior tour,
winning the 2025 Ma-
cau Open Super 300 and
helping Indonesia claim
its first Asia Mixed
title,
through that campaign.
4. Tomoka Miyazaki
(Japan), women’s sin-

gles
and, 5. Kalyana Nalban-

Team unbeaten

tova (Bulgaria
en’s singles

wom-

Can an Ashes Test match be
held in India?

here is no doubt
Tthat the Ashes
is one of the biggest
cricket spectacles in the
world. Australia and
England share one of
the most iconic rival-
ries in world cricket,
and with the upcoming
edition of the Ashes,
CA (Cricket Australia)

.has opened up on the

possibility of hosting an
Ashes Test in India. It
is worth noting that the
upcoming edition of the
BBL (Big Bash League)
will be hosting its sea-
son opener in India, and
with that development,
the possibility of an
Ashes Test happening
in India has increased
as well. Speaking on

the same, Cricket Aus-
tralia’s chief executive
Todd Greenberg has
come forward and talk-
ed about India possibly
hosting an Ashes Test
and did not rule out the
possibility. The first
Test will kick off on
June 18, 2027, with the
final Test slated to kick
off on July 29, 2027.
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