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SPORTS NEWS

batter as Taskin Ahmed’s replacement
amid ongoing LPL season

n a major development, LPL (Lanka Premier League)

franchise Jaffna Kings recently came forward and an-
nounced the replacement of Taskin Ahmed in their squad. It
is worth noting that Taskin was ruled out of the tournament
after he was unable to join the squad due to unavailability.
As for Taskin Ahmed’s replacement, Jaffna Kings came
forward and named Bangladesh batter Towhid Hridoy. The
25-year-old boasts a good record in T20 cricket, having
played a whopping 169 matches in the shortest format and
having scored 4,092 runs to his name. He maintains an
average of 31 runs in the format and will hope to put in a
good show for Jaffna Kings in the tournament as well. It
could be interesting to see how he fares in the upcoming
games for the side. With the inclusion of Hridoy in the
squad, Anil Mohan Sankhdhar, founder of IPG Group, the
official rights holder of the LPL, came forward and talked

about the move, heaping praise on Hridoy.

Raja Muthupandi fights back to bag
silver in 65kg weightlifting as India’s
medal tally swells at CWG 2026

lu'

ndia’s impressive run in weightlifting at the 2026 Com-

B .

monwealth Games continued on Sunday (local time)
as Raja Muthupandi produced a determined performance
to clinch the silver medal in the men’s 65kg category in
Glasgow. His podium finish marked India’s third medal
of the day, with all three coming from weightlifting. The

(" Jaffna Kings announce Bangladesh h

Gyaneshwari Yadav clinches silver in S3kg
weightlifting at Commonwealth Games 2026

Ya-
dav won the sil-

yaneshwari

ver medal in the 53 kg
weightlifting event,
bringing home the fifth
medal for the Indian con-
tingent at the Common-
wealth Games 2026. It
is interesting to note that
Gyaneshwari remained
in complete control
throughout the event and
started with clean lifts
of 82 kg, 85 kg, and 88
kg. She headed into the
Clean and Jerk portion of
the event in second place
behind Nigeria’s Onome
Didih. As for the Clean
and Jerk, she started with
a lift of 103 kg. Howev-
er, Didih followed it up
with a lift of 105 kg. For
her second attempt, Ya-

dav went on to lift 107

kg, but the Nigerian fol-
lowed it up with a lift of
110 kg. The Indian star’s
final attempt saw her lift
111 kg, which secured
her the silver medal and
confirmed Didih’s gold
medal at the event. Fur-
thermore, third place
was secured by Canada’s
Rebeka Groulx. Nota-
bly, the Indian contin-
gent was quite strong in
weightlifting in the Com-
monwealth Games in
2022 with 10 medals that
included three golds and
three silvers, and a sim-
ilar showing is expected
from the contingent in
Glasgow as well. Before
the event, the squad was
hit with a major road-
block as India’s weight-
lifting contingent was cut

short from 16 to 11 after
multiple doping viola-
tions. Dilbag Singh was
the latest to withdraw,
as he was pulled out last
week. Speaking of other
events, 27th July proved
to be a positive day for
the Indian contingent.
Murali Sreeshankhar and
Lokesh
made their way into the

Sathyanathan

final of the men’s long
The two
stars performed brilliant

jump event.

and made their way into
the final.
Sajan Prakash performed
brilliantly in 200m but-
terfly

Furthermore,

swimming and
also made his way into
the final of the event.
He finished in second
place behind Scotland’s

Duncan Scott to book

his berth in the sum-
mit clash. Additionally,
Tejas Shirse competed
in the men’s 110-metre
hurdles and made his
way into the final. Even
after upsetting the sev-
enth hurdle, Shirse end-
ed up finishing in third
place to secure the final
berth. India’s impressive
campaign at the Com-
monwealth Games 2026
gathered  further
mentum as Gyaneshwari

mo-

Yadav secured the silver
medal in the women’s
53kg weightlifting event,
earning the fifth medal
for the Indian contingent
at the Glasgow Games.
The result continues In-
dia’s strong tradition in
Commonwealth Games
weightlifting.

Bindyarani Devi secures India’s
sixth medal at Commonwealth
Games 2026

tar weightlifter Bmdyaram Dev1 secured India’s sixth

medal at the Commonwealth Games 2026 as she won
a bronze in the 58kg weightlifting at the Glasgow Games
on Monday, July 27. Bindyarani won her second medal
at the Commonwealth Games after having clinched a sil-
ver medal at Birmingham 2022. The Manipuri weightlifter
lifted a total of 199kg across the Snatch and the Clean and
Jerk categories to bring home a bronze. She lifted a best
of 87kg in the Snatch on her third attempt after successful
lifts of 84kg and 85kg. The 27-year-old listed 113kg as her
first attempt in the Clean and Jerk but brought the weight
down to 110kg at the 11th hour. She failed on her first
attempt but lifted 112kg in her second attempt to seal the
bronze. Her third attempt at 116kg was unsuccessful. Bin-
dyarani has been one of the rising stars for India. She has
now won her second medal in as many appearances at the
Commonwealth Games. She had clinched a silver in the
55kg category in Birmingham after lifting a total weight of
202kg. She had won a gold at the Tashkent World Champi-
onships in 2021 in the 55kg category. Bindyarani had won
a bronze in the 2024 World Cup in Phuket and a silver in
the Asian Championships in Jinju, both 55kg wins. The
Manipuri athlete had also won a gold in the 2019 Apia
Commonwealth Championships, and silvers in the 2021
Tashkent and 2025 Ahmedabad Commonwealth Champi-
onships. The silver in Ahmedabad came in the 58kg cat-
egory after she had moved her weight category up. This
was India’s sixth medal at the Glasgow Games. Earlier in
the day, Gyaneshwari Yadav clinched the silver medal in
the 53kg category to give India their fifth medal. As for the

Clean and Jerk, she started with a lift of 103 kg.

26-year-old lifter finished with a combined total of 286kg,

registering 126kg in the snatch and 160kg in the clean
and jerk. His effort was enough to secure second place
behind Malaysia’s Aznil Bin Bidin Muhamed, who lifted
a Commonwealth Games record total of 299 kg to claim

his third consecutive Commonwealth Games gold medal
after triumphs in Gold Coast 2018 and Birmingham 2022.
Muthupandi made a confident start by successfully lifting
126kg in the snatch on his second attempt, placing him-
self firmly in medal contention. He then followed it up
with a successful 160kg effort in the clean and jerk, also
on his second attempt, taking his overall tally to 286kg
and sealing the silver medal for India. The Glasgow silver
is particularly significant considering Raja’s challenging

road back to elite competition.
Arshdeep Singh makes relationship
with actress Samreen Kaur official
with Instagram post

n a major development, India pacer Arshdeep ig has

made his relationship with model-actor Samreen Kaur of-
ficial. The star player put an end to weeks of rumours around
his relationship and made an Instagram post for the same as
well, putting all reports to bed. Part of India’s tour of Ireland
and England, Arshdeep Singh has been spending his time in
the UK and was seen enjoying a vacation with Samreen Kaur,
as seen in pictures. The couple sparked rumours of their rela-
tionship during the IPL (Indian Premier League) 2026. Taking
to Instagram, Arshdeep posted some pictures with Samreen
Kaur with the caption “My Person,” along with a heart emoji.
It is also worth noting that a few days ago, Samreen had also
posted a picture with Arshdeep Singh on her Instagram sto-
ry. Speaking of Arshdeep Singh’s on-field performances, the
star player recently featured for India in their recently con-
cluded multi-format series against England. It is worth noting
that Arshdeep Singh was one of the highest wicket-takers in
the T20I series against England. Taking four wickets in five
T20Is, Arshdeep Singh finished in fifth place in the list of
highest wicket-takers in the T201 series. However, the series
did not go as planned for the Men in Blue. Coming on the
back of a two-game series loss against Ireland, India had their

confidence already dampened as they took on England.

Murali Sreeshankar qualifies for men’s
long jump final in CWG 2026; Sajan
Prakash qualifies for swimming final

n one of the most bril-

liant performances in the
ongoing Commonwealth
Games 2026, India’s Mu-
rali Sreeshankar performed
brilliantly and qualified for
the men’s long jump event
on July 27. It is interesting
to note that Sreeshankar
had to breach the eight-me-
tre mark to qualify. In his
very first attempt, the star
man from India crossed
the qualification mark and
finished with a first attempt

of 8.01 metres. Notably,
the 27-year-old won the
silver medal at the Com-
monwealth Games 2022 in
Birmingham and will hope
to put in a good show in the
final as well. Murali Sree-
shankar was the first athlete
in the Qualifying Group A
in the qualifiers. Many also
wondered what would have
happened had the 27-year-
old failed to make the
qualification mark. In that
case, he would have need-

ed to finish in the top 12
after the completion of the
two groups. Furthermore,
the Indian contingent per-
formed brilliantly in swim-
ming as well. Sajan Prakash
made it to the 200m butter-
fly final as he finished in
second place in the heats to
secure qualification. Scot-
land’s Duncan Scott won
the heat race with a time of
1:58.29. Would see him set
a personal best at the Com-
monwealth Games.

What is the criteria to win the Ballon d’Or?
France Football issues official clarification

he Ballon d’Or is un-

doubtedly the biggest
individual award that a
professional footballer can
win his career. Awarded to
the best player of the year,
the Ballon d’Or is hand-
ed out by France Football
magazine and is the holy
grail for a footballer as far
as individual awards go.
The likes of Cristiano Ron-
aldo, Lionel Messi, Luka
Modric, Kaka,
Zidane, and many others

Zinedine

have won the Ballon d’Or,
and it is almost time for the
best player of the 2025-26
season to be awarded.
There are many contend-
ers to win the award this
time around, with the likes

of Harry Kane, Lamine

Yamal, Lionl Messi, and

many more in the running.
However, with the FIFA
World Cup 2026’s recent
conclusion, the standings
could change massively.
The last to pull off such a
feat? 2013 Ronaldo.

T201 series sweep of
Zimbabwe on Sunday,
winning the final game
of the series by 35 runs.
The series was played
without India’s regular
head coach, and inter-
im head coach VVS
Laxman took charge of
the side for the series.
After having won the
third T20I of the se-
ries, the BCCI posted
a video on X (formerly
Twitter), where a post-
match conversation in
the dressing room was

he Indian team
Tperformed excep-
tionally well in the third
and final T20I against
Zimbabwe. Taking on
the side at the Harare
Sports Club, India man-
aged to register a 35-run

victory.

At the forefront of the

win was 15-year-old
*. Vaibhav Sooryavan-

The Indian team
completed a 3-0

Shreyas Iyer, VVS Laxman hail
India’s performance after 3-0 series
sweep over Zimbabwe

INNERS |
‘AX- N u:ug‘

captured Coach VVS
Laxman and Iyer ad-

dressed the team and
congratulated the play-
ers. The interim coach
addressed the room first
and appreciated Shreyas
Iyer’s mindset since
taking over the cap-
taincy. “We set out to
win the series. That was
what we aspired to do. |
would like to congrat-
ulate Shreyas because
he had a rough start to
his captaincy career, but
the way he came back,
and right from the first

day, when he joined us,

shi. India whitewashed
Zimbabwe, 3-0, in Ha-
rare, and Sooryavanshi
came out as the highest
run-scorer in the series
with 151 runs in his
three innings. His per-
formances secured him
his first international
Player of the Match
award and his first Play-
er of the Series title

one day before the first
game, he was very opti-
mistic,” Laxman said in
the clip. Laxman noted
that Iyer’s confidence
was clear from the be-
the
team having numerous

ginning, despite
new players with only a
few members returning
from the England tour.
“We know that only 4
or 5 were there in En-
gland who joined us on
this tour. But he was so
confident. And I think a
lot of credit for this vic-
tory should be given to
the captain.”

‘Dream come true’: Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
opens up on his performance

as well. The achieve-
ment made him India’s
youngest player to win
the titles.

the game, the ecstatic

Following

15-year-old spoke of his
approach in the match
and said that it all feels
like a dream-come-true
moment for him. “Yes,
it’s truly a dream-come-
true moment.”
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